
 

 

South Plainfield Board of Education 

 
Committee of the Whole Meeting Minutes 

 High School Auditorium 

August 18, 2021 

6:00 p.m. 

 

South Plainfield Public Schools Mission Statement: 

Students are the focus of the South Plainfield Public Schools. We will provide a dynamic, rigorous, 

relevant, and technology-enriched curriculum, guided by the New Jersey Student Learning Standards.  Our 

mission is to develop life-long learners who are prepared to succeed in a global and diverse society. We are 

resolved to educate the whole child, instilling the desire within our students to question and to become 

divergent thinkers who can achieve their fullest potential. 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
 

Mr. Champan called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 
  

II. SALUTE TO FLAG 

 

III. ROLL CALL 

 

 Board Members Present: Mrs. Boyle, Mr. Farinella, Mr. Giannakis, Mrs. Miller,  

     Mr. Pennisi, Mr. Seesselberg; Mr. Cassio, Mr. Chapman 

 

 Absent:    Mr. Both 

 

 Also Present:   Dr. Noreen Tansey Lishak, Superintendent; Ms. Mary Malyska,  

 Assistant Superintendent; Mr. Alex Benanti, Business 

Administrator/Board Secretary; Mr. Marc Zitomer, Legal 

Counsel 

 

IV. BOARD PRESIDENT   

 

In accordance with the terms of the Sunshine Law, adequate notice of this meeting was posted in 

all school buildings, the Administration Building, Borough Clerk's office, Police Headquarters, 

Public Library, four newspapers, and Tapinto on January 7, 2021.  

 Please be advised: 

• There is no smoking on school grounds - inside or outside - at any time.  

• Please silence all electronic devices.   

• Pursuant to District Policy #0167, each statement made by a participant shall be limited to 

three minutes duration and no participant may speak more than once on the same topic. 

 

V. SUPERINTENDENTS REPORT 

 
Good News and Progress 

 

Dr. Tansey Lishak provided an update on the mask mandate and explained that she is waiting for 

updated information from the Commissioner of Education.  She provided updates on the covid form 
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requirements for the new school year. 

 

VI. AGENDA ADDITIONS AND/OR DELETIONS 

 

VII. PUBLIC COMMENTS ON AGENDA ITEMS ONLY 

 

VIII. PUBLIC COMMENTS  

 

Simone O’Leary, 108 Hill Hollow Road, discussed the percentage of teachers of color in the district 

versus the percentage of students of color in the district and asked about an improvement plan to 

increase the teaching staff numbers.  Dr.Tansey Lishak discussed the shortage of teachers, 

regardless of race, and also discussed the programs and partnerships that have been put in place to 

help with the recruitment of teachers of color.  

 

Juana Lopez, 133 Fairmount Avenue, asked how many people of color applied and if everyone 

applied through the website.  Dr. Tansey Lishak explained that the race question is optional so they 

would only know if that question was answered and she said that Human Resources will have that 

information.  Ms. Lopez also asked if the district is satisfied with eh diversity of the teacher 

population.  Mr. Chapman explained that he would like it to be more diverse but explained that the 

district will choose the most qualified candidate. 

 

A resident of 2200 Plainfield Avenue, asked Dr. Tansey Lishak to please be specific on how that 

goal was met.  Dr. Tansey Lishak explained that they began a partnership with CJ Pride, 

Universities throughout the State, as well as professional development companies.  She explained 

that she does recognize that we need to bring more diversity into the district,  

 

Emma Morin, 1212 Foster Terrace, asked why the press box nomination is not on the calendar and 

asked for an update. Mr.Chapman explained that it will be discussed during the Board Member 

Comments section of the agenda. 

 

Cynthia Eichler, 2504 Park Avenue, read her nomination letter for Mr. Cochrane that she sent to 

the Business Administrator. 
  

IX. BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS 
 

Mr. Giannakis thanked Mr. Wiggins and commented on how great the cafeteria renovations look. 

 

X. EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

RESOLVED, pursuant to the Open Public Meetings Act (N.J.S.A. 47-:1A-1 et. seq.)  that the 

Board meets in closed session at this time to discuss confidential matters pertaining to (select one 

or more): 

 

1. a matter rendered confidential by federal or state law 

2. a matter in which release of information would impair the right to receive government funds 

3. material the disclosure of which constitutes an unwarranted invasion of individual privacy 

4. a collective bargaining agreement and/or negotiations related to it 

5.   a matter involving the purchase, lease, or acquisition of real property with public funds 

6. protection of public safety and property and/or investigations of possible violations or 

violations of law 
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7. pending or anticipated litigation or contract negotiation and/or matters of attorney-client 

privilege 

8. specific prospective or current employees unless all who could be adversely affected request 

an open session. 

9. deliberation after a public hearing that could result in a civil penalty or other loss 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the matters discussed in closed session shall be made public 

as soon as the need for confidentiality no longer exists. 

 

 MOTION:  Mr. Giannakis MOTION:  Mrs. Miller  VOTE:  8-0  

 

Mr. Chapman opened the floor to discuss the nominations that were received for the press box.  

Nominations that were received include Mr. Cochrane, Mr. English, and the Students, Past 

Present, and Future. 

 

Mr. Chapman said that his stance is that the complex is already named.   

 

Mr. Seesselberg said that the naming of the facility is usually after someone has passed on.  He 

said that he likes the idea of naming it for the students as the complex is used by them for band, 

football, track, and graduations. 

 

Mr. Farinella discussed that we have two different categories of people that were nominated and 

he said that his suggestion is that we make a plaque so that others can be added.  He said that he 

supports the two individuals that were nominated. 

 

Mrs. Boyle said that she understands that the Jost Complex is about athletics and students but 

the students are not in the press box.  The “Voice of South Plainfield” is in the press box.  She 

explained that there were a number of people that called in asking to have the Press Box named 

for Mr. Cochrane. 

 

Mrs. Miller said that she does like John’s idea.  She explained that Mr. Cochrane does deserve 

the recognition and she does like the idea for others to be added to it in the future.  She said she 

also likes the idea of naming something for the students, but not necessarily the press box.  

 

Mr. Chapman said that we heard a handful of ideas and that it would be appropriate to give the 

board some time to consider each. 

 

Mr. Pennisi said he agrees that this is not something that we can decide right now.  He suggested 

forming an Ad Hoc committee to discuss. 

 

XI. AGENDA APPROVAL 

 

RESOLVED, that the agenda for the regular public meeting on August 18, 2021, as may have 

been modified, is hereby approved. 

 

 MOTION: Mr. Giannakis SECOND:  Mrs. Miller  VOTE:  8-0 

 

XII. ADJOURNMENT 

 

 At 7:13 p.m., the Board continued to the Regular Public Meeting. 
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Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Alex Benanti 

Business Administrator/Board Secretary 

 

  


